NOTES ON MESEMBRYANTHEMUM 
AND ALLIED GENERA 


H. M. L. Bolus 


Jensenobotrya vanheerdei L. Bol. sp. nov.—Planta fera “in alio frutice 
supportata” (van Heerde); ramuli floriferi culti 3 visi, pallidi vel cum aetate albi, 
ad 6 mm. diam., internodiis 1: 5—5 cm. longis; folia diu fere erecta, articulata, 
vagina subnulla, crassa politaque, marginibus carinaque ad lineam obscuram 
reductis, supra visa plana vel superne convexula, apice rotundo, lat. visa inferne 
leviter angustata, apice rotundo, lateribus convexis, glauce viridia vel partim 
roseo suffusa, ad 4 cm. longa, ad 1-4 cm. lata, prope medium latissima, ad 1-5 
cm. diam.; flores irregulariter 2-ternati, cymosi, pedunculo cymarum 2:5—6 
cm., florumque ad 1-5 cm., longo; receptaculum obconicum vel globose 
obconicum, 5—6 mm. longum, ad 6 mm. diam. ; sepala 5, 6—8 mm. longa, basi 
2—4 mm. lata, exteriora obtusa vel subacuta, interiora acute subulata, margi- 
nata; petala obtusa alba, 1-2 cm. longa, ca. 0-75 mm. lata; filamenta alba, 
antheris pollineque luteis; discus crenulatus, 5-angulatus, angulis obtusis; ovarii 
lobi acute compressi; stigmata 5, anguste subulata, longe caudate attenuata, 
saturate purpurea, ad 5 mm. longa; capsula pallida, infra globose obconica, 
8 mm. longa, 8 mm., expansa ad 1:5 cm., diam. 

Cape Province: Namaqualand; Richtersveld, Godas Beacon (“about 15 
miles from Godas Mine”), in anno 1962, P. van Heerde. F1. hort, Jan. 1966 
Bolus Herbarium 27741. 

This may be a cultivated form of J. lossowiana Herre. Imperfect flowers 
only were seen. 

Mr. van Heerde writes that he found this plant in 1962, growing in another 
bush and being supported by it. The green leaves attracted his attention and 
he took slips for cultivation. One flower was produced in 1964 and another in 
1965, the primary branches reaching 30 inches in length. In Jan. 1966 he describes 
a plant in his garden, “really needing support,” having 5 primary branches up 
to 38 inches long, “with a cluster of the flowers at the end”. In one of his tins 
“the branches try to support themselves.” 

Lampranthus mucronatus L. Bol. sp. nov.—Plantae 4 v'sae, compactae, sat 
rigidae, glabrae, ad 15 cm. altae, ad 22 cm. diam., caule ad 6 mm. diam.; rami 
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primarii ad 4 mm. diam.; ramuli hornotini 4—6-foliati, internodiis demum 
ad 2 cm. longis; folia primum fere erecta, deinde ascendentia, interdum leviter 
falcata, supra visa plana, e bene supra medium angustata, acute mucronata, 
mucrone cum aetate subspinescente, lateraliter visa prope apicem angustata, 
acuta carinata, saepius 2—3-5 cm. longa cum vagina ca. 5 mm. longa, medio 
ad 5 mm. lato, 4—6 mm. diam.; flores solitarii diurni, subsessiles vel pedunculi 
saepe ad 5 mm. longi, fructiferi 1—2- 5 cm. longi, bracteis angustis, ad 9 mm. 
longis; receptaculum globose obconicum, 5—6 mm. longum, ad 9 mm. diam. ; 
sepala 5, oblonge ovata vel oblonga, exteriora mucronulata, interiora marginata, 
5—7 mm. longa, basi 3—5 mm. lata; petala ca. 3-seriata, ex infra medium 
angustata, obtusa vel subacuta, nivea, 1—1-5 cm. longa, ad 2-5 mm. lata; 
filamenta 5—6-seriata, glabra alba, antheris pollineque luteis; discus sat con- 
spicuus, undatus, quasi e glandulis 5, connatis crenulatis compositus; lobi 
ovarii obtusi, vix compressi, altitudinem disci leviter excedentes; stigmata 5, 
gracilia, 5—6 mm. longa; capsula infra obconica, 5 mm. longa, ad 1 cm., 
expansa 1-6 cm., diam., supra fere plana, ad | mm. elevata, suturis leviter com- 
pressis, carinis divergentibus, medium valvae attingentibus, alis angustissimis. 


Cape Province: in dit. Ceres; “15 Miles west of Skittery Kloof, where the road 
runs up from Gansfontein on the Ceres Karoo to join the one from Geido Pass 
to the Cedarberg/Algeria area,” F. J. Stayner. Karoo Garden 998/61. FI. Sept. 
1965. Fruct. Nov. 1965. Of this second visit, 4 years later, to obtain fruiting 
material Mr. Stayner writes: “It took me a lot of searching to find the correct 
ridge, not visible from the road. It seems to be the only one on which this 
species occurs. It grew in profusion.” 

Ruschia densiflora L. Bol. sp. nov. (Tumidula).—Plantae 45 cm. altae, ad 
120 cm. diam. (H. Hall); rami 6 visi, ad 39 cm. longi, internodiis saepius 4—5 
cm. longis et 4—5 mm. diam.; folia ascendentia vel erecta, supra convexula 
acuta apiculata, dorso rotundo, 2-5—4-2 cm. longa cum vagina impresse 
lineata, 4—5 mm. longa; cymae densissime floriferae, ca. 3-trichotome ramosae. 
apice demum fere plano, saepius 10—14 cm. longae diametroque, pedunculo 
4—5 cm. longo; pedunculi ultimi gracillimi, saepe ad 1 cm. longi, prope medium 
bracteati, bracteis saepe 4 mm. longis cum vagina 2 mm. longa; receptaculum 
subglobosum, ad 2 mm. longum, ad 3 mm. diam.; sepala 5, subaequilonga 
acuta, ad 3 mm. longa, basi 1-5—2 mm. lata, interiora late marginata, apice 
subulato; petala ca. 3-seriata, parum inaequilonga, e prope medium inferne 
leviter angustata, obtusa vel subacuta, pulchre lilacina, ad 6 mm. longa, ad 
0-75 mm. lata; staminodia nulla; stamina ca. 4-seriata, erecta, omnino alba, 
ad 3 mm. longa, filamentis intimis parum infra medium papillatis; discus sat 
conspicuus, crenulatus; ovarii lobi obtuse compressi, ca. ad 0-5 mm. elevati; 
stigmata 5, anguste subulata, ca. 1-25 mm. longa; capsulae infra subglobosae, 
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3 mm. longae, 4 mm., expansae 7 mm., diam., supra per 2 mm. elevatae, suturis 
compressis, valvis prope apicem erectis, carinis superne late patentibus, ca. 
medium valvae attingentibus, tuberculo profunde posito, parvo. 


Cape Province: in dit. Clanwilliam; “12 miles E. of Lambert’s Bay on the 
road to Graafwater”, Nov. 1965, H. Hall 3052. “About 18 inches tall, up to 
4 ft. in diameter. Isolated groups of 6—10 specimens where the veld was un- 
disturbed.” 


Delosperma gramineum L. Bol. sp. nov.—Planta fere erecta, in graminosis 
orta, glabra, copiose ramosa, cum floribus ad 20 cm. alta, ca. ad 25 cm. diam. 
vel ultra; radix lignosa, 2 cm. diam.; rami primarii breves, basi ad 4 mm. 
diam., secondarti ad 2 mm., hornotini saepe 0-5 mm., diam., gracillime graminei, 
internodiis 1—4 cm. longis; folia erecta vel ascendentia vel e medio recurva, 
semiteretia, supra lateraliterque visa acuta, viridia, |—2 cm. longa cum vagina 
ca. 0:5 mm. longa, medio saepius ad 3 mm. lato diametroque; flores solitarii, 
inter minima in genere; pedunculi gracillimi, saepius 2—5 cm. longi; receptacu- 
lum obconicum, proper apicem leviter constrictum, 3 mm. longum, ad 4 mm. 
diam.; sepala 5, acuta inaequilonga, 3—6 mm., vel in fructu immaturo ad 8 
mm., longa, basi 1-5—2 mm. lata, interiora late marginata; petala non bene 
visa, ca. 3-seriata, inferne leviter angustata, obtusa alba, 4—5 mm. longa, ca. 
ad 0:75 mm. lata; staminodia non visa; filamenta ca. 4 seriata, alba, antheris 
pollineque primum stramineis; glandulae conspicuae crenulatae; stigmata 5, 
angustissime subulata, 3 mm. longa cum cauda ca. 1 mm. longa; capsula infra 
obconica, pallida, 4 mm. longa, 6 mm., expansa | cm., diam., supra per 2 mm. 
elevata, suturis compressis, apice ringente. 


Cape Province: in dit. Cradock; “summit of mountain, Mount Zebra 
National Park,” Jan. 1966, L. C. C. Liebenberg 7657. 


KEY TO THE GROUPS AND SUBGROUPS OF Trichodiadema (AMENDED). 


1. Papillae tipped with a soft hair—e.g. T. uaa © T: ea L STRUMOSA 
1. Papillae not as above. .. .. EsTRUMOSA 
2. Leaves + conspicuously tipped with bristles ae we zl SETIFERA 
3. Bristles radiating to forma diadem . RADIANTIA 
4. Plants low growing, densely compact or loosely branched 
—e.g. T. densum, T. barbatum BARBATA 
4. Plants with elongated virgate branches—e. g. TR setuliferum, 
T. pomeridianum ce VIRGATA 
3. Bristles erect, forming a tuft—e. g. T. intonsum STRICTA 
2. Leaves not, or very obscurely, tipped with bristles—e.g. T. attonsum ATTONSA 


NOTE.—The type specimens of all new species described in this paper are 
in the Bolus Herbarium, University of Cape Town. 


(To be continued) 


